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The liberal internationalist tradition is credited with America's greatest triumphs as a world power--and also
its biggest failures. Beginning in the 1940s, imbued with the spirit of Woodrow Wilson's efforts at the
League of Nations to "make the world safe for democracy," the United States steered a course in world
affairs that would eventually win the Cold War. Yet in the 1990s, Wilsonianism turned imperialist,
contributing directly to the invasion of Iraq in 2003 and the continued failures of American foreign policy.

Why Wilson Matters explains how the liberal internationalist community can regain a sense of identity and
purpose following the betrayal of Wilson's vision by the brash "neo-Wilsonianism" being pursued today.
Drawing on Wilson's original writings and speeches, Tony Smith traces how his thinking about America's
role in the world evolved in the years leading up to and during his presidency, and how the Wilsonian
tradition went on to influence American foreign policy in the decades that followed--for good and for ill. He
traces the tradition's evolution from its "classic" era with Wilson, to its "hegemonic" stage during the Cold
War, to its "imperialist" phase today. Smith calls for an end to reckless forms of U.S. foreign intervention,
and a return to the prudence and "eternal vigilance" of Wilson's own time.

Why Wilson Matters renews hope that the United States might again become effectively liberal by returning
to the sense of realism that Wilson espoused, one where the promotion of democracy around the world is
balanced by the understanding that such efforts are not likely to come quickly and without costs.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Whittemore:

Here thing why that Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis
Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal Internationalism and Its
Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Why
Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American
Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) in e-
book can be your option.

William Pak:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Why Wilson Matters: The Origin
of American Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you may pick Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis
Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) become your current starter.

Elijah McWhorter:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal Internationalism
and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) why because the amazing cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.



James Brown:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of
American Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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