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A Complete Overview of One of the Most Important Military Forces in the History of the World
The Byzantine Art of War explores the military history of the thousand-year empire of the eastern
Mediterranean, Byzantium. Throughout its history the empire faced a multitude of challenges from foreign
invaders seeking to plunder its wealth and to occupy its lands, from the deadly Hunnic hordes of Attila, to
the Arab armies of Islam, to the western Crusaders bent on carving out a place in the empire or its former
lands. In order to survive the Byzantines relied on their army that was for centuries the only standing,
professional force in Europe. Leadership provided another key to survival; Byzantine society produced a
number of capable strategic thinkers and tacticians—and several brilliant ones. These officers maintained a
level of professionalism and organization inherited and adapted from Roman models. The innovations of the
Byzantine military reforms of the sixth century included the use of steppe nomad equipment and tactics, the
most important of which was the refinement of the Roman mounted archer. Strategy and tactics evolved in
the face of victory and defeat; the shock of the Arab conquests led to a sharp decline in the number and
quality of imperial forces. By the eighth and ninth centuries Byzantine commanders mastered the art of the
small war, waging guerrilla campaigns, raids, and flying column attacks that injured the enemy but avoided
the decisive confrontation the empire was no longer capable of winning. A century later they began the most
sustained, glorious military expansion of their history. This work further sketches the key campaigns, battles,
and sieges that illustrate Byzantine military doctrine, vital changes from one era to another, the composition
of forces and the major victories and defeats that defined the territory and material well-being of its citizens.
Through a summary of their strategies, tactics, and innovations in the tools of war, the book closes with an
analysis of the contributions of this remarkable empire to world military history.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Hubbard:

The book The Byzantine Art of War will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suitable to you. The book The Byzantine Art of War is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Karen Saldivar:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually The Byzantine Art of War.

Robert Mills:

This The Byzantine Art of War is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Byzantine Art of War
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Nila Cobb:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Byzantine Art of War is simple to
bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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