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Comparing Westminster explores how the governmental elites in Australia, Britain, Canada, New Zealand,
and South Africa understand their Westminster system. It examines in detail four interrelated features of
Westminster systems. Firstly, the increasing centralization in collective, responsible cabinet government.
Second, the constitutional convention of ministerial and collective responsibility. Third, the role of a
professional, non-partisan public service. And finally, parliament's relationship to the executive. The authors
explain the changes that have occured in the Westminster model by analyzing four traditions: royal
prerogative, responsible government, constitutional bureaucracy, and representative government. They
suggest that each tradition has a recurring dilemma, between centralization and decentralization, party
government and ministerial responsibility, professionalization and politicization, and finally elitism and
participation. They gone on to argue that these dilemmas recur in four present-day debates: the growth of
prime ministerial power, the decline in individual and collective ministerial accountability, politicisation of
the public service, and executive dominance of the legislature.

Comparing Westminster concludes by identifying five meanings of--or narratives about--Westminster.
Firstly, 'Westminster as heritage'--elite actors' shared governmental narrative understood as both precedents
and nostalgia. Second, 'Westminster as political tool'--the expedient cloak worn by governments and
politicians to defend themselves and criticize opponents. Third, 'Westminster as legitimising tradition'--
providing legitimacy and a context for elite actions, serving as a point of reference to navigate this uncertain
world. Fourth, 'Westminster as institutional category'--it remains a useful descriptor of a loose family of
governments with shared origins and characteristics. Finally, 'Westminster as an effective political system'--it
is a more effective and efficient political system than consensual parliamentary governments. Westminster is
a flexible family of ideas that is useful for many purposes and survives, even thrives, because of its meaning
in use to élite actors.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Comparing Westminster, you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

James Goodman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Comparing Westminster guide written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Comparing Westminster as good book not only
by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Simona Vela:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be study. Comparing Westminster can be your answer as it can be read by a person
who have those short extra time problems.

Pedro Gonzales:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just in search of the Comparing Westminster when you desired it?
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