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In agrand tour of comic theater over the centuries, Erich Segal traces the evolution of the classical form
fromits early originsin a misogynistic quip by the sixth-century B.C. Susarion, through countless weddings
and happy endings, to the exasperated monosyllables of Samuel Beckett. With fitting wit, profound erudition
lightly worn, and instructive examples from the mildly amusing to the uproarious, his book fully illustrates
comedy's glorious life cycle from its first breath to its death in the Theater of the Absurd.

An exploration of various landmarks in the history of a genre that flourished almost unchanged for two
millennia, The Death of Comedy revisits the obscenities and raucous twists of Aristophanes, the neighborly
pleasantries of Menander, the tomfoolery and farce of Plautus. Segal shows how the ribaldry of foiled
adultery, a staple of Roman comedy, reappears in force on the stages of Restoration England. And he gives
us acloser look at the schadenfreude--delight in someone else's misfortune--that marks Machiavelli's and
Marlowe's works.

At every turn in Segal's analysis--from Shakespeare to Moliére to Shaw--another facet of the comic art
emerges, until finally, he argues, "the head conquers and the heart dies": Letting the intellect take the lead,
Cocteau, lonesco, and Beckett smother comedy as we know it. The book is atour de force, a sweeping
panorama of the art and history of comedy, asinsightful asit is delightful to read.
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From reader reviews:
Kara Cor bett:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Death of Comedy book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding The Death of Comedy
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the articles but it just different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking The Death of Comedy is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Harry Dwyer:

This book untitled The Death of Comedy to be one of several books which best seller in thisyear, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in
the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this guide from your list.

Daniel Caudle:

The reserve with title The Death of Comedy has alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get
alot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement
of theworld. Thiskind of book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

DouglasHam:

People livein this new day of lifestyle awaystry and and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually The Death of Comedy.
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