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Sutter, the father of California, is one of the most enigmatic figures in the history of the West. With Fool's
Gold, famed California historian Richard Dillon (Wells, Fargo Detective, Embarcadero) brings to life the
story of Swiss immigrant John A. Sutter. Via a circuitous route, John Sutter arrived in Yerba Buena-today's
San Francisco- on July 1, 1839. At the time, the territory had a population of only 1,000 Europeans, in
contrast with 30,000 Native Americans. It was at that point a part of Mexico and the governor, Juan Bautista
Alvarado, granted him permission to settle; in order to qualify for a land grant, Sutter became a Mexican
citizen on August 29, 1840 after a year in the provincial settlement. He identified himself as "Captain Sutter
of the Swiss Guard." The following year, on 18 June, he received title to 48,827 acres. Sutter named his
settlement New Helvetia, or "New Switzerland," after his homeland, "Helvetia" being the Latin name for
Switzerland. Sutter employed Native Americans of the Miwok and Maidu tribes, Kanakas, and Europeans at
his compound, which he called Sutter's Fort; he envisioned creating an agricultural utopia, and for a time the
settlement was in fact quite large and prosperous. It was for a period the destination for most California-
bound immigrants, including the ill-fated Donner Party, for whose rescue Sutter contributed supplies. In
1848, gold was discovered when James W. Marshall and Sutter began the construction of Sutter's sawmill in
Coloma, along the American River. Sutter's attempt at keeping this quiet failed when merchant and
newspaper publisher Samuel Brannan returned from Sutter's Mill to San Francisco with gold he had acquired
there and began publicizing the find. Masses of people overran the land and destroyed nearly everything
Sutter had worked for. In order to keep from losing everything, however, Sutter deeded his remaining land to
his son, John Augustus Sutter, Jr. The younger Sutter, who had come from Switzerland and joined his father
in September 1848, saw the commercial possibilities of the land and promptly started plans for building a
new town he named Sacramento, after the Sacramento River. The elder Sutter deeply resented this because
he had wanted the location to be named Sutterville after them and be built near his New Helvetia domain.
Eventually Sutter gave up New Helvetia to pay the last of his debts. He got a letter of introduction to the
Congress of the United States from the governor of California. He moved to Washington D.C. at the end of
1865. Soon after Abraham Lincoln was assassinated, John Sutter and his wife moved to Lititz, Pennsylvania
(1871). But John made trips back to Washington every so often. John Sutter died in a Washington D.C. hotel
room on June 18, 1880.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your knowledge
by the e-book entitled Fool's Gold: The Decline and Fall of Captain John Sutter of California. Try to the
actual book Fool's Gold: The Decline and Fall of Captain John Sutter of California as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Herbert Haubrich:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Fool's Gold: The Decline and Fall of
Captain John Sutter of California book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Joyce Morgan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Fool's Gold:
The Decline and Fall of Captain John Sutter of California suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Fool's Gold: The Decline and Fall of Captain John
Sutter of Californiais a single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever
know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Maureen Bonds:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Fool's Gold: The Decline and Fall of Captain John Sutter of California the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The Fool's Gold: The Decline and Fall of Captain John Sutter of California
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind



is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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