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When the 1990 English docudrama Who Bombed Birmingham? cast serious doubt on the guilt of six men
convicted of bombing two British pubs in 1974, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher declared that a "television
program alters nothing." But, as Alan Rosenthal concludes, Thatcher was wrong. The film engendered a new
inquiry that led to the release of the convicted men.

Rosenthal notes that docudrama wields more influence than the average documentary and that "reality-based
stories taken from topical journalism are the most popular drama genre on U.S. and British television today."
This three-part collection of diverse and provocative essays addresses the dominant questions and
controversies the genre poses.

Defining and examining the rationale of docudrama, the nine essayists in the first part discuss the history and
development of docudrama on TV and in film; they also consider the place of truth in docudrama, the main
critiques of the form, and the audience's susceptibilities and expectations. In investigating the actual
filmmaking process, the eight essays in the second part focus on how "docudrama as a 'commodity' is created
in the United States and England." Part essay, part case study, and part interview, this section also explores
how Hollywood and the commercial networks as well as producers and writers work and think. The final
part presents an in-depth critique of a number of controversial docudramas that have helped form and shape
public opinion, including Battleship Potemkin, Roots, Reds, JFK, Mississippi Burning, Schindler's List, and
In the Name of the Father.

In addition to Rosenthal, the contributors are John Corner, George F. Custen, David Edgar, Leslie Fishbein,
George MacDonald Fraser, Todd Gitlin, Douglas Gomery, Richard Grenier, Sumiko Higashi, Tom W.
Hoffer, Jerry Kuehl, Steve Lipkin, Yosefa Loshitsky, Ian McBride, Richard Alan Nelson, Conor Cruise
O'Brien, Derek Paget, Robert A. Rosenstone, Betsy Sharkey, Irene Shubik, Jeff Silverman, D. J. Wenden,
Sita Williams, and Leslie Woodhead.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Hershey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV. Try to make book
Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Ronnie Johnson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction
on Film and TV. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Marjorie Ishee:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV as your
daily resource information.

Mary Kerr:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their
book. One of them is this Why Docudrama?: Fact-Fiction on Film and TV.
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