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"A fascinating account of the role of railroad leaders themselves in the struggle over regulation." --
Harry N. Scheiber, Dartmouth College

Government regulation of the railroads is probably the most important example of federal intervention in the
economy from the Civil War to World War I. It is also a key to an assessment of the impulses and motives
behind Progressivism. In Railroads and Regulation, Gabriel Kolko presents a case study of the relationship
of the economy to the political process in the United States during the years from 1877 to 1916.

The author discusses the extent to which the railroad industry encouraged and relied on national political
solutions--such as the creation of the first significant federal regulatory agency, the Interstate Commerce
Commission, in 1887--to its economic problems. He shows how this reliance created a pattern of
interdependence between economic and political power that set a precedent for government regulation of the
economy in the twentieth century. Drawing on new material and manuscript sources, Dr. Kolko describes the
roles of the railroad men in the movement for federal regulation. The attitudes of the railroads toward
regulation are placed in the broader context of the determination of governmental economic policies--
policies frequently formulated in response to railroad pressure.

Dr. Kolko traces the continuity in governmental regulation between 1877 and 1900 and during the
administration of Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson, with fresh material of Progressive leaders in the period from
1910 to 1916. He analyzes the origin of each major federal railroad act and the contending forces trying to
shape the legislation, and gives an illuminating discussion of the relationship of the state and federal
regulation.

Railroads and Regulation, 1877-1916 was awarded the Transportation History Prize of the Organization of
American Historians.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Railroads and
Regulation, 1877-1916 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Ronda Tollison:

The e-book with title Railroads and Regulation, 1877-1916 has a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

John Stewart:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Railroads and Regulation, 1877-1916 was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Railroads and Regulation, 1877-1916 has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in
which.

Grace Smith:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Railroads and Regulation,
1877-1916 to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about
book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that
the publication Railroads and Regulation, 1877-1916 can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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