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The 1960s revealed a new and revolutionary idea in geological thought: that the continents drift with respect
to one another. After having been dismissed for decades as absurd, the concept gradually became part of
geology's basic principles. We now know that the Earth's crust and upper mantle consist of a small number
of rigid plates that move, and there are significant boundaries between pairs of plates, usually known as
earthquake belts.

Plate tectonics now explains much of the structure and phenomena we see today: how oceans form, widen,
and disappear; why earthquakes and volcanoes are found in distinct zones which follow plate boundaries;
how the great mountain ranges of the world were built. The impact of plate tectonics is studied closely as
these processes continue: the Himalaya continues to grow, the Atlantic is widening, and new oceans are
forming. In this Very Short Introduction Peter Molnar provides a succinct and authoritative account of the
nature and mechanisms of plate tectonics and its impact on our understanding of Earth.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a book Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's study.

Mary Davis:

This Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring
when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Martha Silva:

Here thing why this Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no book that similar with Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Jill Weber:

Plate Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your basic books that



are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Plate
Tectonics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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