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"I loved Michel as Michel, not as a father. Never did I feel the slightest jealousy or the slightest embitterment
or exasperation when it came to him. It was something that no one has a right to expect from the best son or
the best lover." -- from Learning What Love Means

Mathieu Lindon's father Jérôme Lindon was the founder of Éditions de Minuit, the legendary French
publishing company that not only gave the world the nouveau roman but also nurtured two Nobel Prize
winners, Samuel Beckett and Michel Simon. Lindon rebelled against his father with the full battery of a
"disastrous adolescence." From the beginning, he had realized that he would not perpetuate the dynasty his
father had created. For one thing, Mathieu Lindon is gay: he wouldn't create any progeny, and the line of
descent would stop with him.

As this turbulent memoir reveals, it would take another literary giant -- Michel Foucault -- to reconcile
Mathieu Lindon to his father's love. Over an intense six-year period that included one year of living together
in Foucault's apartment on rue de Vaugirard, Lindon and Foucault enjoyed a passionate, productive
friendship. Their social circle included other figures of the Parisian gay, literary, and art scenes (including
Hervé Guibert and Daniel Defert), creating a satisfying, self-invented, pleasure-oriented surrogate family that
eventually produced an alchemical miracle: Lindon reevaluated and accepted his father's love. Foucault's
humanity and inventiveness gave Lindon the clarity and the magnanimity to accept the gifts his father had
always offered.

Learning What Love Means is the story of a prodigal son's rebellion and return, an unflinching portrait of
two famous literary figures and the journey taken by a third -- Lindon himself -- to achieve a genuine
capacity to love.

This book won the prestigious Prix Médicis in 2011 when it was published in French.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Loveless:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Learning What Love Means (Semiotext(e) / Native Agents)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Carla Floyd:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Learning What Love Means (Semiotext(e) / Native
Agents) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Jewel Tarr:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Learning What Love Means
(Semiotext(e) / Native Agents). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Kenton Marshall:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Learning What Love Means
(Semiotext(e) / Native Agents) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Learning What Love Means (Semiotext(e) / Native Agents) to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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