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*Includes pictures of important places and historic illustrations and art depicting the gods and other
important Norse figures.
*Explains the historical origins of the gods, the mythological tales about them, and the religious and literary
evolution of them.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
“In swelling rage | then rose up Thor,-- Seldom he sits | when he such things hears,-- And the oaths were
broken, | the words and bonds, The mighty pledges | between them made.” - Völuspá Line #26 from the
Poetic Edda
A hammer no mortal can lift. A flame-haired fiery storm god. A comic book alien-hero-god who defends
humanity. The swastika. Even the name "Thursday" ("Thor's Day"). Despite the virtual disappearance of the
indigenous Norse religion and mythology several centuries ago, modern society still regularly encounters the
storm god Thor, who continues to be brought back to life in the form of literature and was recently the
protagonist in a big-budget Hollywood movie. What is it about this god, out of the hundreds (if not
thousands) of deities that were consigned to the dustbin of history by the world’s major religions, that so
captures people’s imaginations today?
A better understanding of Thor’s appeal can be found in just about every aspect of the history and evolution
of the figure over the centuries, including the origins of the god, the evocative imagery used to describe him,
and even the parallels between Thor and similar gods and heroes. All of this has been buffeted by literature,
such as the stories about Thor found in the Prose Edda and the Poetic Edda, and the connection societies
have had with Thor for hundreds of years, even up until today. This work also examines the decline and
displacement of Norse mythology by Christianity, the reasons why Thor was often the last god worshiped by
the Norse, and today’s remnants of Thorism, including his parallels in other faiths, his role in revived Neo-
Heathenism and his appearance in other media as a hero in comics and films.
Thor's popularity has historically been rivaled only by his father Odin. A one-eyed old man, with a gray
cloak and a wide-brimmed hat leaning on a staff. A wanderer who appears when least expected, bringing
triumph or doom. The god of prophecy, poetry and fate. A shapechanger. A sorcerer. The god Odin cuts a
dramatic figure in Norse mythology and is still a part of the popular imagination. He is the inspiration for
figures like J.R.R. Tolkien's Gandalf the Grey, and he still appears in modern literature as varied as Marvel
Comics and Neil Gaiman's novel American Gods (2001).
Alongside Thor, Odin is one of the best known Norse gods, and it’s often easy to forget that he was once at
the heart of a pantheon devoutly worshiped by millions of Europeans in the Middle Ages. Odin has
numerous names and titles (over 200 by one account), but his best known title is "The All-Father," the co-
creator of Earth ("Midgard"), humanity and all of the creatures that inhabitant this world. He is also,
importantly, the god of prophecy, ecstasy, and poetry, all roles that were closely connected in the Norse
world.
Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about both gods like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Odin and Thor: The Origins, History and Religious Evolution of the Norse Gods.

Matthew Wallace:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Odin and
Thor: The Origins, History and Religious Evolution of the Norse Gods, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Linda Henderson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Odin and Thor: The
Origins, History and Religious Evolution of the Norse Gods.

Randal Revilla:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Odin and Thor: The Origins, History and Religious Evolution of the Norse Gods when
you essential it?
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