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This comprehensive account of the management of the international monetary system from the 1944 Bretton
Woods conference to the present day documents the structure and movements of the world economy during a
period of dramatic change. Commissioned by the International Monetary Fund to mark its fiftieth
anniversary, the work is nevertheless a fully independent one: written by an outside historian with full access
to IMF archives and staff, and reviewed by an independent editorial committee. An objective study of issues
and events that are often controversial, the book skillfully interweaves the history of the IMF with that of
world economic developments after the Second World War.

The International Monetary Fund was created at Bretton Woods, but almost immediately the rivalry between
the Soviet Union and the West split the industrialized world into two economic camps. As a result the IMF's
role underwent significant changes in the immediate post-war years. Harold James analyzes the system
during a period of relative stability until 1971, when the United States abandoned fixed exchange rates. Since
that time countries have experienced radical fluctuations in the values of their currencies and the IMF has
contended with the consequences.

James brings to this history a unique breadth of knowledge and mastery of both economic theory and
archival sources. In a well-paced and smoothly flowing narrative, key themes emerge, including the IMF's
increasing surveillance role in global capital markets and its responsivenes in ensuring international
monetary stability. Recent political changes make it possible to bring to light the Fund's work promoting
liberalization in planned economies. James also reveals how intellectual changes have led to increasing
consensus in the world about what constitutes good economic policy. The gold standard and the dollar
standard, he concludes, have been replaced by a new "information standard" under which acccurate
economic information is crucial to continuing properity.

A story of continuity as well as change, International Monetary Cooperation Since Bretton Woods offers
enduring lessons about international economic coordination. It will be of strong interest to all those
concerned with the future, as well as the past, of the world economy.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Myers:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this International Monetary
Cooperation Since Bretton Woods book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alejandro Colon:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the International
Monetary Cooperation Since Bretton Woods is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Victor Hubbard:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be International Monetary Cooperation Since Bretton Woods.

Wayne McKnight:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely International Monetary Cooperation Since Bretton Woods. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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