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In 1879 the game of football appeared to have passed Manchester by. The city boasted more than two dozen
rugby clubs and nine lacrosse clubs – but only one football side. Not surprisingly, the Sheffield Daily
Telegraph concluded that “the association game has apparently no fascination in Manchester”. But a year
later the Anglican parish in an industrial boom town on the edge of Manchester started a football club. The
aim was to promote a “Muscular” Christianity, and to stem the flow of young men away from the Church.
By 1883, as violence on Manchester's football pitches reached dangerous – even fatal – levels, that church
team disbanded. But some of those young men went on to form another club, Gorton Association, that is now
known round the globe as Manchester City Football Club. In A Man's Game author Andrew Keenan also
charts the dramatic transformation of Gorton, from sleepy pasture-land in the 1840s to a bustling centre of
the iron and railway industries in less than a generation. It was a world of ethnic conflict, religious in-
fighting and labour unrest, but also one of high ideals, rising living standards and wondrous invention.
Keenan also sheds new light on how football was introduced to Manchester, and why Manchester United
probably have the wrong formation date. And he reveals, for the first time, the date and location of the first
game of association football ever played in the city. The meticulously-researched book throws up many
surprising finds, including the violent suicide of a Gorton clergyman, a transvestite sex scandal and an
historic lacrosse game involving Iroquois Indians. It also solves the mystery of why Manchester City's
forerunner, Gorton Association, wore a Maltese Cross on their shirts, tells the story of a women's football
match that sparked riots, and reveals how the city almost hosted a rugby World Cup in 1880. For a club who
have recently been accused of having “no history”, A Man's Game shows how Manchester City's formative
years were actually interwoven with the rich and turbulent history of the world's first industrial city.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Hough:

This A Man's Game: The Origins of Manchester City Football Club book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This specific A Man's Game: The Origins of Manchester City Football Club
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always
be worry A Man's Game: The Origins of Manchester City Football Club can bring if you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This A Man's Game: The Origins of Manchester City Football Club having excellent arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

German Montoya:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this A
Man's Game: The Origins of Manchester City Football Club.

Gloria Pruitt:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book A Man's Game: The Origins of Manchester City Football Club
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the
e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book has high quality.

Karen Ofarrell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like



newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
A Man's Game: The Origins of Manchester City Football Club when you essential it?
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