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What does the world want? According to John Battelle, a company that answers that question -- in all its
shades of meaning -- can unlock the most intractable riddles of both business and culture. And for the past
few years, that's exactly what Google has been doing.

Jumping into the game long after Yahoo, Alta Vista, Excite, Lycos, and other pioneers, Google offered a
radical new approach to search, redefined the idea of viral marketing, survived the dotcom crash, and pulled
off the largest and most talked about initial public offering in the history of Silicon Valley.

But The Search offers much more than the inside story of Google's triumph. It's also a big-picture book about
the past, present, and future of search technology, and the enormous impact it is starting to have on
marketing, media, pop culture, dating, job hunting, international law, civil liberties, and just about every
other sphere of human interest.

More than any of its rivals, Google has become the gateway to instant knowledge. Hundreds of millions of
people use it to satisfy their wants, needs, fears, and obsessions, creating an enormous artifact that Battelle
calls "the Database of Intentions." Somewhere in Google's archives, for instance, you can find the agonized
research of a gay man with AIDS, the silent plotting of a would-be bombmaker, and the anxiety of a woman
checking out her blind date. Combined with the databases of thousands of other search-driven businesses,
large and small, it all adds up to a goldmine of information that powerful organizations (including the
government) will want to get their hands on.

No one is better qualified to explain this entire phenomenon than Battelle, who cofounded Wired and
founded The Industry Standard. Perhaps more than any other journalist, he has devoted his career to finding
the holy grail of technology -- something as transformational as the Macintosh was in the mid- 1980s. And
he has finally found it in search.

Battelle draws on more than 350 interviews with major players from Silicon Valley to Seattle to Wall Street,
including Google cofounders Larry Page and Sergey Brin and CEO Eric Schmidt, as well as competitors like
Louis Monier, who invented AltaVista, and Neil Moncrief, a soft-spoken Georgian whose business Google
built, destroyed, and built again.

Battelle lucidly reveals how search technology actually works, explores the amazing power of targeted
advertising, and reports on the frenzy of the Google IPO, when the company tried to rewrite the rules of Wall
Street and declared "don't be evil" as its corporate motto.

For anyone who wants to understand how Google really succeeded -- and the implications of a world in
which every click can be preserved forever -- THE SEARCH is an eye-opening and indispensable read.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Search: How Google and Its Rivals
Rewrote the Rules of Business and Transformed Our Culture will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Eugene Ruano:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Search: How Google and Its Rivals
Rewrote the Rules of Business and Transformed Our Culture seemed to be making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide The
Search: How Google and Its Rivals Rewrote the Rules of Business and Transformed Our Culture is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Search: How
Google and Its Rivals Rewrote the Rules of Business and Transformed Our Culture. You never experience
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Opal Moffett:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Search: How
Google and Its Rivals Rewrote the Rules of Business and Transformed Our Culture, you can enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Cynthia Barksdale:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Search: How Google and Its Rivals
Rewrote the Rules of Business and Transformed Our Culture or perhaps others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In



some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Search: How Google and Its Rivals Rewrote
the Rules of Business and Transformed Our Culture to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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