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In the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, the look and feel of cemeteries in the United States
changed dramatically, from utilitarian burial grounds to the serene parklike spaces that we know today. The
so-called park cemetery was innovative not only for its distinctive landscape architecture but also because its
staff designed, ran, and maintained the cemetery, which led to a very consistent appearance. By the mid-
1800s, the influence of park cemeteries began to spread from big cities on the East Coast to the Midwest-
eventually producing fifteen transitional examples in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In The Art of Memory:
Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan, Thomas R. Dilley details the history of Grand Rapids' park
cemeteries, finding that their development mimicked national trends and changing cultural beliefs about
honoring the dead.

Dilley begins by outlining the history and evolution of cemetery design from its earliest days to the present,
including information about key design elements and descriptions of important designers. He continues by
introducing readers to the fifteen historic cemeteries located in the city of Grand Rapids, detailing their
histories, formats, and developmental changes along with more than two hundred photos. The cemeteries are
divided between public and private properties, and are discussed chronologically, according to the dates of
their founding. Dilley also considers the artistic and architectural forms that appear in the Grand Rapids
cemeteries, including a thorough discussion of the religious and decorative symbols used on markers, the use
of sometimes florid epitaphs, and variations in the form, structure, and materials of cemetery markers of the
time. A brief section on the future of the cemetery and an extensive list of bibliographic sources and
suggestions for further reading round out this informative volume.

Readers with roots in Grand Rapids as well as those interested in social and cultural history will enjoy The
Art of Memory.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Art of Memory: Historic
Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) to read.

David Munsch:

The knowledge that you get from The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan
(Painted Turtle) will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Art of Memory:
Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this particular The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted
Turtle) instantly.

Patrica Fussell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Art of Memory:
Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand
Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle)is one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jesse Ward:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be



the guide untitled The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) can
be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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