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The number of women elected to Latin American legislatures has grown significantly over the past thirty
years. This increase in the number of women elected to national office is due, in large part, to gender-
friendly electoral rules such as gender quotas and proportional electoral systems, and it has, in turn, fostered
constituent support for representative democracy. Still, this book argues that women are gaining political
voice and bringing women's issues to state agendas, but they are not gaining political power. Women are
marginalized by the male majority in office and relegated to the least powerful committees and leadership
posts, hindering progress toward real political equality.

In Political Power and Women's Representation in Latin America, Leslie Schwindt-Bayer examines the
causes and consequences of women's representation in Latin America. She does so by asking a series of
politically relevant and theoretically challenging questions, including why the numbers of women in office
have increased in some countries but vary across others; what the presence of women in office means for the
way representatives legislate; and what consequences the election of women bears for representative
democracy more generally.

Schwindt-Bayer articulates a comprehensive theory of women's representation that analyzes and connects
trends in relation to four facets of political representation: formal, descriptive, substantive and symbolic. She
then tests this theory empirically using aggregate data from all eighteen Latin American democracies and
original fieldwork in Argentina, Colombia and Costa Rica. Ultimately, this book communicates the complex
and often incomplete nature of women's political representation in Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Moffett:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
particular Political Power and Women's Representation in Latin America is kind of guide which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Gregory Mendoza:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Political Power and Women's Representation in Latin
America as your daily resource information.

Mary Bolinger:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Political Power and Women's Representation in Latin America your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Political Power and Women's Representation in Latin
America giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Earl Casey:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top list
in your reading list is usually Political Power and Women's Representation in Latin America. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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