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Abraham Lincoln is chiefly remembered for two historic achievements: he freed the slaves, and he saved the
Union. That Lincoln did these things is not controversial. What is controversial is the connection between the
moral and constitutional aspects of these achievements. Lincoln refused to see pro-Union and antislavery
principles as exclusive, and thus he would not uphold one set of principles to the exclusion of the other or
allow one to serve in the other’s place.
            Lincoln’s opponents of the time denied these connections. They felt obliged to take sides and to
choose between morality and the law.  In Lincoln’s Defense of Politics, Thomas E. Schneider examines six
key figures from among the two groups that were Lincoln’s opponents: the states’ rights
constitutionalists—Alexander H. Stephens, John C. Calhoun, and George Fitzhugh—and the
abolitionists—Henry David Thoreau, William Lloyd Garrison, and Frederick Douglass.
            Lincoln differed from both groups in his political attitude toward the question of slavery. He made it
clear that he regarded his own approach as more comprehensive than the more narrowly focused
constitutional and moral ones favored by his opponents. Schneider uses the men from each of these groups to
illustrate the broad significance of the slavery question and to shed light upon the importance of political
considerations in public decision making.
            Secession and war deprived Abraham Lincoln of the opportunity to demonstrate to the South that
while he was opposed to any further extension of slavery, he bore no feelings of ill will toward the southern
people. Lincoln did not expect southerners to concur with his party’s view of slavery as morally wrong, but
he called on them as “national men” to consider whether sectional harmony was likely to be restored on any
basis other than the one proposed by the Republicans. Slavery, he believed, was the only thing that could
threaten the integrity of the nation.
            Lincoln’s Defense of Politics is not primarily a work of history but a consideration of historical
alternatives on their merits. It addresses itself to a question of perennial interest and significance: what is the
nature and value of politics? Political theorists as well as students and scholars of American political thought
will find this work of particular importance.     
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Lincoln's Defense
of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY)
book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

George Gomez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His
Opponents in the Crisis over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Ethelyn Allen:

You may get this Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis over
Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Charles Whittaker:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The
Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and
reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the
book Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis over Slavery (SHADES
OF BLUE & GRAY) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of their time.
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