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When Thomas Merton entered a Trappist monastery in December 1941, he turned his back on secular
life—including avery promising literary career. He sent his journals, a novel-in-progess, and copies of al his
poems to his mentor, Columbia professor Mark Van Doren, for safe keeping, fully expecting to write little, if
anything, ever again. It was arelatively short-lived resolution, for Merton almost immediately found himself
being assigned writing tasks by his Abbot—one of which was the autobiographical essay that blossomed into
hisinternational best-seller The Seven Sorey Mountain. That book made him famous overnight, and for a
time he struggled with the notion that the vocation of the monk and the vocation of the writer were
incompatible. Monasticism called for complete surrender to the absol ute, whereas writing demanded a
tactical withdrawal from experiencein order to record it. He eventually came to accept his dual vocation as
two sides of the same spiritual coin and used it as a source of creative tension the rest of hislife.

Merton’ s thoughts on writing have never been compiled into a single volume until now. Robert Inchausti has
mined the vast Merton literature to discover what he had to say on awhole spectrum of literary topics,
including writing as a spiritual calling, the role of the Christian writer in a secular society, the joys and
mysteries of poetry, and evaluations of his own literary work. Also included are fascinating glimpses of his
take on arange of other writers, including Henry David Thoreau, Flannery O’ Connor, Dylan Thomas, Albert
Camus, James Joyce, and even Henry Miller, along with many others.
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From reader reviews:
Deborah Rinehart:

Book iswritten, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of
Writing will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable
book with you?

Derrick Minor:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileisreading. Y eah, by
reading a e-book your ahility to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the
Vocation of Writing book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Larry Murray:

The e-book untitled Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing is the book that
recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also might get the e-book of Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the VVocation of Writing from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Jeffery Fulmer:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the V ocation of
Writing can give you alot of close friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be gresat folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Echoing Silence:
Thomas Merton on the V ocation of Writing.
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