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In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the Barbary States captured and held for ransom nearly
five hundred American sailors. The attacks on Americans abroad?and the government’s apparent inability to
control the situation?deeply scarred the public. Captives and Countrymen examines the effect of these acts
on early national culture and on the new republic's conception of itself and its position in the world.

Lawrence A. Peskin uses newspaper and other contemporaneous accounts?including recently unearthed
letters from some of the captive Americans?to show how information about the North African piracy
traveled throughout the early republic. His dramatic account reveals early concepts of national identity, party
politics, and the use of military power, including the lingering impact of the Barbary Wars on the national
consciousness, the effects of white slavery in North Africa on the American abolitionist movement, and the
debate over founding a national navy.

This first systematic study of how the United States responded to "Barbary Captivity" shows how public
reaction to international events shaped America domestically and its evolving place in the world during the
early nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Welton:

The publication untitled Captives and Countrymen: Barbary Slavery and the American Public, 1785-1816 is
the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Captives and Countrymen: Barbary
Slavery and the American Public, 1785-1816 from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Phyllis Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Captives and Countrymen: Barbary Slavery and the
American Public, 1785-1816, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

John Thornton:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Captives and Countrymen: Barbary Slavery and the American
Public, 1785-1816 can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Captives and
Countrymen: Barbary Slavery and the American Public, 1785-1816.

Carla Heyward:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Captives and Countrymen: Barbary Slavery and the American Public, 1785-1816 when you required
it?
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