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For more than four decades, biblical experts have tried to place the story of Exodus into historical context--
without success. What could explain the Nile turning to blood, insects swarming the land, and the sky falling
to darkness? Integrating biblical accounts with substantive archaeological evidence, The Parting of the Sea
looks at how natural phenomena shaped the stories of Exodus, the Sojourn in the Wilderness, and the
Israelite conquest of Canaan. Barbara Sivertsen demonstrates that the Exodus was in fact two separate
exoduses both triggered by volcanic eruptions--and provides scientific explanations for the ten plagues and
the parting of the Red Sea. Over time, Israelite oral tradition combined these events into the Exodus narrative
known today.

Skillfully unifying textual and archaeological records with details of ancient geological events, Sivertsen
shows how the first exodus followed a 1628 B.C.E Minoan eruption that produced all but one of the first
nine plagues. The second exodus followed an eruption of a volcano off the Aegean island of Yali almost two
centuries later, creating the tenth plague of darkness and a series of tsunamis that "parted the sea" and
drowned the pursuing Egyptian army. Sivertsen's brilliant account explains inconsistencies in the biblical
story, fits chronologically with the conquest of Jericho, and confirms that the Israelites were in Canaan
before the end of the sixteenth century B.C.E.

In examining oral traditions and how these practices absorb and process geological details through
storytelling, The Parting of the Sea reveals how powerful historical narratives are transformed into myth.
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From reader reviews:

Ben Hernandez:

The book The Parting of the Sea: How Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story of Exodus can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the good thing like a book The Parting of the Sea: How Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped
the Story of Exodus? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
The Parting of the Sea: How Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story of Exodus has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Elaine Moore:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Parting of the Sea: How Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story of Exodus your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Parting of the Sea: How
Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story of Exodus giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Cathie Moss:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Parting of the Sea: How Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the
Story of Exodus why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Denise Kerrigan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book



that recommended to you personally is The Parting of the Sea: How Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues
Shaped the Story of Exodus this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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