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Until about two hundred years ago, no gemological distinction was made between ruby and spinel. Red
spinel and red ruby are not infrequently found together and though gem cutters and engravers noticed and
commented on the difference in hardness, the assumption was that spinel was simply an unripe version of
ruby. Additionally, ruby and sapphire are both versions of the mineral corundum, distinguished only by color
and minute traces of the metal oxides that caused these different colors. Sapphires may be pink, yellow, and
green as well as blue, while rubies come in many shades of red which, inevitably causes confusion as one
person's pale red ruby is another's pink sapphire--there are no absolutes. Consequently, the nomenclature is
confused, both within early texts, and also in later translations of those texts. The ancient authors could only
report on the basis of the information available to them at the time, while those writing the later translations
were fine textual scholars or epigraphers, but not infrequently poor gemologists, not familiar with the
mineralogical distinctions between the gems. It has often been difficult to get an overarching view of the
many different factors that all played a part in the spread of precious gems and of the dissemination of
knowledge about them. Given the paucity of available information concentrating exclusively on the use of
ancient precious gemstones, the author combed the literature for relevant references. A surprising amount of
descriptive and factual information was found, mostly scattered throughout early texts. The most interesting
passages were selected and wherever possible the original authors' words were quoted rather than
paraphrased. The early translations in the languages used by 17th-19th century scholars are given, names of
people, places or objects that otherwise might have remained obscure are explained. Gems travel. They
follow wealth and because of their natural immutability, the only way they can be identified by culture is by
the way man has affected their appearance, deliberately or accidentally. The dating of gems that are still in
original period settings is easier because the dated typology of rings and jewelry settings generally, is more
secure than the study of gem shapes, while the study and dating of specific faceting styles of unmounted
stones is still in its infancy.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Holt:

The book Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study for being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Ruby, Sapphire &
Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Wm Schroeder:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and
Cultural Study as the daily resource information.

Buddy Stewart:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study. Contain your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Charles Melendez:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study we can
take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
Ruby, Sapphire & Spinel: an Archaeological, Textual and Cultural Study. You can more appealing than now.
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