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In 1837 the Ioways, an Indigenous people who had called most of present-day Iowa and Missouri home,
were suddenly bound by the Treaty of 1836 with the U.S. federal government to restrict themselves to a two-
hundred-square-mile parcel of land west of the Missouri River. Forcibly removed to the newly created Great
Nemaha Agency, the Ioway men, women, and children, numbering nearly a thousand, were promised that
through hard work and discipline they could enter mainstream American society. All that was required was
that they give up everything that made them Ioway. In Ioway Life, Greg Olson provides the first detailed
account of how the tribe met this challenge during the first two decades of the agency’s existence.

Within the Great Nemaha Agency’s boundaries, the Ioways lived alongside the U.S. Indian agent, other
government employees, and Presbyterian missionaries. These outside forces sought to manipulate every
aspect of the Ioways’ daily life, from their manner of dress and housing to the way they planted crops and
expressed themselves spiritually. In the face of the white reformers’ contradictory assumptions—that Indians
could assimilate into the American mainstream, and that they lacked the mental and moral wherewithal to
transform—the Ioways became adept at accepting necessary changes while refusing religious and cultural
conversion. Nonetheless, as Olson’s work reveals, agents and missionaries managed to plant seeds of
colonialism that would make the Ioways susceptible to greater government influence later on—in particular,
by reducing their self-sufficiency and undermining their traditional structure of leadership.

Ioway Life offers a complex and nuanced picture of the Ioways’ efforts to retain their tribal identity within
the constrictive boundaries of the Great Nemaha Agency. Drawing on diaries, newspapers, and
correspondence from the agency’s files and Presbyterian archives, Olson offers a compelling case study in
U.S. colonialism and Indigenous resistance.
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From reader reviews:

Damon Smith:

The book Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make studying a book Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Patrick Stokes:

Here thing why this specific Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Ioway
Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) in
e-book can be your alternate.

Vivian Stafford:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) offer you
a new experience in examining a book.

Pablo McNamara:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to



share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Ioway Life: Reservation and Reform, 1837–1860 (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book ideal all of you.
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