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With the publication of the 1982 edition of Field Manual 100-5, Operations, the U.S. Army presented a
fighting doctrine rooted in classical military theory. Yet, doctrine, to be useful, must be accepted and
understood in its own right by those who have to apply it. Clausewitz's idea of the culminating point is a
good example. FM 100-5 cites the concept of the culminating point as central to understanding Air-Land
Battle and operational art and, consequently, explains it to its readers. The Clausewitzian concept of the
culminating point is even more important to officers who plan and conduct theater operations. This book
offers a critical analysis of the theory of the culminating point in the well known Gettysburg Campaign
conducted by General Robert E. Lee in 1863. This Civil War battle has been the subject of more study and
extensive written works than any other battle of the war and the student of military history would think that it
would be rich in examples of the application of military theory, in this case the concept of the culminating
point. Was the Clausewitzian theory of the culminating point evident in the campaign? Did Lee consider the
concept and apply it to his decisions regarding the Campaign? Did the campaign support the concept and add
validity to it? In looking for these answers, the reader can better understand the application of the concept of
the culminating point, and, thereby, become a better practitioner of turning scientific theory into artful tactics
and operations. Lee's 1863 campaign into Pennsylvania is an excellent case study from which to investigate
many of Clausewitz's theories about war. The concept of the culminating point is particularly well served by
what happened in the campaign. FM 100-5 has reintroduced the culminating point to the U.S. Army and has
contributed to the educational process to help soldiers detect the culminating point with the "discriminative
judgment" Clausewitz said was necessary. Studying campaigns like Gettysburg can be very useful for a
better appreciation of theoretical and doctrinal concepts. A better understanding of theory and its relationship
to doctrine is important; understanding the key concept of the culminating point is one example.
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From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

The particular book Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its Application in the Gettysburg
Campaign (The American Civil War) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its Application in the
Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joey Mendoza:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its Application in the
Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.

Ida Green:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Clausewitz's Concept of the Culminating Point and its Application in the Gettysburg
Campaign (The American Civil War) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Debbie Clark:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Clausewitz's Concept of
the Culminating Point and its Application in the Gettysburg Campaign (The American Civil War) which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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