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This classic book on the role of the United States Supreme Court traces the history of the Court, assessing
the merits of various decisions along the way. Alexander Bickel begins with Marbury v. Madison, which he
says give shaky support to judicial review, and concludes with the school desegregation cases of 1954, which
he uses to show the extent and limits of the Court’s power. In this way he accomplishes his stated purpose:
“to have the Supreme Court’s exercise of judicial review better understood and supported and more
sagaciously used.” The book now includes a new foreword by Harry H. Wellington. Alexander Mordecai
Bickel (1924-1974) was one of the most influential constitutional commentators of the twentieth century.
Bickel’s most distinctive contribution to constitutional law was to stress what he called “the passive virtues”
of judicial decision-making – the refusal to decide cases on substantive grounds if narrower grounds exist to
decide the case. Bickel viewed “private ordering” and the voluntary working-out of problems as generally
preferable to legalistic solutions. In his books Bickel attacked the Warren Court for what he saw as its misuse
of history, shoddy reasoning, and sometimes arbitrary results. Bickel thought that the Warren Court’s two
most important lines of decision, Brown v. Board of Education and Baker v. Carr, did not produce the results
the Court had intended. In his book The Least Dangerous Branch, Bickel coined the term counter-
majoritarian difficulty to describe his view that judicial review stands in tension with democratic theory.
Bickel envisioned the Supreme Court as playing a statesman-like role in national controversies, engaging in
dialogue with the other branches of government. Thus he did not see the Court as a purely passive body, but
as one which should lead public opinion, albeit carefully.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book The Least Dangerous Branch: The Supreme Court at the Bar of Politics it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Peggy Ross:

The Least Dangerous Branch: The Supreme Court at the Bar of Politics can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Least Dangerous Branch: The Supreme Court at the Bar of Politics however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Jenna Springer:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Least Dangerous Branch: The Supreme Court at the Bar of
Politics why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joseph Lafond:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Least Dangerous Branch: The Supreme Court at the Bar
of Politics can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Least Dangerous Branch: The Supreme Court at



the Bar of Politics.
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