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As an historian of religion, Wilfred Cantwell Smith has investigated the way religious traditions define
themselves, the nature of faith over the centuries, and the scriptures that have offered anticipations of
eternity. In this book he turns to modern culture and finds that its past has been defined, not only by
traditions that are normally called religious, but also by the disciplined quest for Truth. Philosophia, as this
tradition may be called, draws its heritage from Greece, and has inspired scholarship throughout the ages.
However, the ideal of objectivity, which has come to define the standard for this tradition, has had
unfortunate results. The human encounter with transcendence, which overwhelms all existence, has been
considered as no more than a peculiarity of the human alone, to be categorized and separated from other
aspects of life. The result is a dehumanized view of truth, which all too often evokes fundamentalist
reactions.
Smith concludes with a call to rediscover the dimension of transcendence. Objectivity means more than
reducing the human to the calculable. To treat people as they are in themselves is to understand them as
subjects, to treat all aspects of their existence as worthy of respect and study, and to grasp what it means to
be captured by a reality that overwhelms the confines of our limited world.
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From reader reviews:

Becky Pope:

This book untitled Modern Culture from a Comparative Perspective to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Banks:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Modern Culture from a Comparative Perspective why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Helen Massey:

This Modern Culture from a Comparative Perspective is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Modern Culture from a Comparative Perspective in your hand like having the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that?

Buddy Beckstead:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Modern Culture from a Comparative
Perspective can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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