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As the world economy becomes increasingly integrated, companies can shift production to wherever wages
are lowest and unions weakest. How can workers defend their rights in an era of mobile capital? With
national governments forced to compete for foreign investment by rolling back legal protections for workers,
fair trade advocates are enlisting consumers to put market pressure on companies to treat their workers fairly.
In Beyond the Boycott, sociologist Gay Seidman asks whether this non-governmental approach can reverse
the “race to the bottom” in global labor standards.

Beyond the Boycott examines three campaigns in which activists successfully used the threat of a consumer
boycott to pressure companies to accept voluntary codes of conduct and independent monitoring of  work
sites. The voluntary Sullivan Code required American corporations operating in apartheid-era South Africa
to improve treatment of their workers;  in India, the Rugmark inspection team provides ‘social labels’ for 
handknotted carpets made without child labor; and in Guatemala,  COVERCO monitors conditions in
factories producing clothing under contract for major American brands. Seidman compares these cases to
explore the ingredients of successful campaigns, as well as the inherent limitations facing voluntary
monitoring schemes. Despite activists’ emphasis on educating individual consumers to support ethical
companies, Seidman finds that, in practice, they have been most successful when they mobilized
institutions—such as universities, churches, and shareholder organizations. Moreover, although activists tend
to dismiss states’ capabilities, all three cases involved governmental threats of trade sanctions against
companies and countries with poor labor records. Finally, Seidman  points to an intractable difficulty of
independent workplace monitoring: since consumers rarely distinguish between monitoring schemes and
labels, companies can hand pick monitoring organizations, selecting those with the lowest standards for
working conditions and the least aggressive inspections. Transnational consumer movements can increase
the bargaining power of the global workforce, Seidman argues, but they cannot replace national governments
or local campaigns to expand the meaning of citizenship.

As trade and capital move across borders in growing volume and with greater speed, civil society and human
rights movements are also becoming more global. Highly original and thought-provoking, Beyond the
Boycott vividly depicts the contemporary movement to humanize globalization—its present and its possible
future.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Siegel:

The book Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights, Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American
Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology (Hardcover)) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Beyond the Boycott:
Labor Rights, Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American Sociological Association's Rose Series
in Sociology (Hardcover))? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights, Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American Sociological
Association's Rose Series in Sociology (Hardcover)) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Suzanne Crider:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights,
Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology
(Hardcover)) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Benjamin Munk:

This book untitled Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights, Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American
Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology (Hardcover)) to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Maria McGhee:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they



write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this Beyond the Boycott: Labor Rights, Human Rights, and Transnational Activism (American
Sociological Association's Rose Series in Sociology (Hardcover)).
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