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Humor, a topic that engaged Sigmund Freud both early and late in his career, is richly intertwined with
character, with creativity, and with the theory and practice of psychoanalytic therapy. Yet, until very
recently, analysts ignored Freud's lead and relegated humor to the periphery of their concerns. Humor and
Psyche not only remedies previous neglect of the role of humor in the psychoanalytic situation but opens to a
broad and balanced consideration of the role of humor in psychological life.

Section I provides historical and theoretical perspectives on the concept of humor. Contributors review
Freudian and post-Freudian theories of humor, address the inseparability of humor and play, adumbrate a
postmodernist perspective on humor, and focus on the unique cognitive and affective properties of humor. In
Section II contributors turn to the relationship of humor to various aspects of the therapeutic process,
including the relationship of humor to transference interpretation, the enlivening effects of humor on the
therapeutic process, and the multiple meanings of humorous exchanges between therapists and patients.
Section III concludes the volume with three fascinating essays on the relationship of humor to character and
creativity. They focus, respectively, on the role of humor in the 25-year correspondence of Freud and Sándor
Ferenczi, on the interweaving of D. W. Winnicott's comic spirit and theoretical innovations, and on the
relationship between humor and creativity in the music of the American composer Charles Ives.

Taken together, the contributors reestablish the importance of humor as a topic of psychotherapeutic
relevance more than 70 years after Freud's final essay on the topic.  Delightfully readable from beginning to
end, Humor and Psyche edifies as it entertains.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Saffold:

The reserve untitled Humor and Psyche: Psychoanalytic Perspectives is the reserve that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Humor and Psyche: Psychoanalytic Perspectives from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Alan Coleman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
deal with may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Humor and Psyche: Psychoanalytic
Perspectives why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jose Wilson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Humor and Psyche: Psychoanalytic Perspectives can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Debra Lovern:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Humor and Psyche: Psychoanalytic
Perspectives is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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