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Philadelphia exploded in violence in 1910. The general strike that year was a notable point, but not a unique
one, in a generations-long history of conflict between the workers and management at one of the nation's
largest privately owned transit systems. In Running the Rails, James Wolfinger uses the history of
Philadelphia’s sprawling public transportation system to explore how labor relations shifted from the 1880s
to the 1960s. As transit workers adapted to fast-paced technological innovation to keep the city’s people and
commerce on the move, management sought to limit its employees’ rights. Raw violence, welfare capitalism,
race-baiting, and smear campaigns against unions were among the strategies managers used to control the
company’s labor force and enhance corporate profits, often at the expense of the workers’ and the city’s
well-being.

Public service workers and their unions come under frequent attack for being a "special interest" or a
hindrance to the smooth functioning of society. This book offers readers a different, historically grounded
way of thinking about the people who keep their cities running. Working in public transit is a difficult job
now, as it was a century ago. The benefits and decent wages Philadelphia public transit workers
secured?advances that were hard-won and well deserved?came as a result of fighting for decades against
their exploitation. Given capital’s great power in American society and management's enduring quest to
control its workforce, it is remarkable to see how much Philadelphia’s transit workers achieved.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

The book Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the Philadelphia Transit Industry give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the Philadelphia Transit Industry to become
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the Philadelphia Transit Industry. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Mindy Simmons:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the Philadelphia
Transit Industry why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Bert Ferguson:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the Philadelphia Transit Industry we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
time book Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the Philadelphia Transit Industry. You can more attractive
than now.

Chris Walker:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the
Philadelphia Transit Industry to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the book Running the Rails: Capital and Labor in the Philadelphia



Transit Industry can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of this time.
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