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IMAGINARY CREATURES depicted in a people's lower mythology are one of the most important
phenomena in their belief systems. This is because the common folk in particular must strive to maintain
harmonious relations with these creatures, a continuous process that permeates many aspects of their
everyday lives and requires the intercession of a special person in the community who acts as the medium of
communication between them. The subject of Maximo D. Ramos's work is the creatures of Philippine lower
mythology, as this level of folklore is called. In undertaking this study, Dr. Ramos directed his efforts to two
principal tasks: (1) making a taxonomic classification of all the beings which in his opinion fall within the
framework of the problem as found in Philippine folk beliefs, and (2) correlating the implications of these
beliefs, in terms of these classifications, to education, particularly on the elementary level. The taxonomic
classification is intended to help clear up the confusion that attended earlier studies of these creatures. This is
indeed the first attempt to systematize the identities of these Philippine mythological beings for the benefit of
folklore scholarship. More specifically, Ramos writes: "Where names, traits, and functions appear to have
become confused ... through the process of transfer that constantly occurs in traditional lore, it was thought
fruitful to point these out and then attempt to account for them". In spite of the very extensive
Christianization of the Filipinos—particularly the lowlanders—these mythical entities still persist in their
traditional belief systems, hence the student of folk traditions cannot ignore them if he is to achieve greater
relevance in his studies. Little by little the perspective from which these creatures have been traditionally
viewed is bound to change until they are accepted as part of our cultural heritage. This change is bringing
about an understanding of these creatures' function in our society. The present work is primarily taxonomic
in nature but it sheds light into many of the dark corners of Philippine folklore studies and brings to the
reader a fuller understanding of the most maligned inhabitants of the Philippine other- world. Herein lies the
major contribution of Dr. Ramos—a basic recognition and a deeper insight into the cultural heritage of the
Filipino.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Clark:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and also important the book The Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology. All
type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

John Whetstone:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology, you could tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
guide.

William Johnson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology can make
you really feel more interested to read.

Maria Swensen:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Creatures of Philippine Lower Mythology when you required it?
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