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In Settler Common Sense, Mark Rifkin explores how canonical American writers take part in the legacy of
displacing Native Americans. Although the books he focuses on are not about Indians, they serve as
examples of what Rifkin calls “settler common sense,” taking for granted the legal and political structure
through which Native peoples continue to be dispossessed.

In analyzing Nathaniel Hawthorne’s House of the Seven Gables, Rifkin shows how the novel draws on
Lockean theory in support of small-scale landholding and alternative practices of homemaking. The book
invokes white settlers in southern Maine as the basis for its ethics of improvement, eliding the persistent
presence of Wabanaki peoples in their homeland. Rifkin suggests that Henry David Thoreau’s Walden
critiques property ownership as a form of perpetual debt. Thoreau’s vision of autoerotic withdrawal into the
wilderness, though, depends on recasting spaces from which Native peoples have been dispossessed as
places of non-Native regeneration. As against the turn to “nature,” Herman Melville’s Pierre presents the
city as a perversely pleasurable place to escape from inequities of land ownership in the country. Rifkin
demonstrates how this account of urban possibility overlooks the fact that the explosive growth of Manhattan
in the nineteenth century was possible only because of the extensive and progressive displacement of
Iroquois peoples upstate.

Rifkin reveals how these texts’ queer imaginings rely on treating settler notions of place and personhood as
self-evident, erasing the advancing expropriation and occupation of Native lands. Further, he investigates the
ways that contemporary queer ethics and politics take such ongoing colonial dynamics as an unexamined
framework in developing ideas of freedom and justice.
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From reader reviews:

Audrey Thompson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Settler
Common Sense: Queerness and Everyday Colonialism in the American Renaissance suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Settler Common Sense:
Queerness and Everyday Colonialism in the American Renaissanceis the main one of several books in which
everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Leroy Torres:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Settler
Common Sense: Queerness and Everyday Colonialism in the American Renaissance.

Amanda Bell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Settler Common Sense:
Queerness and Everyday Colonialism in the American Renaissance that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick
Settler Common Sense: Queerness and Everyday Colonialism in the American Renaissance become your
current starter.

Clyde Miller:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Settler Common Sense: Queerness and
Everyday Colonialism in the American Renaissance can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you



know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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