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In this ground-breaking study of missing masterpieces, Gert-Rudolf Flick presents detailed case histories of
great works of art that have simply vanished. None of them is known for certain to have been destroyed; all
of them are recorded in the form of copies, drawings, studies, or engravings. Tantalizingly, any of them
might turn up at any time...The fate of the masterpieces discussed in this book remains a mystery. Everyone
knows of Michelangelo's David in Florence, but what happened to the famous bronze of the same subject? It
was last heard of in a chateau in France, after its aristocratic owner went to the guillotine. Officials of the
French Revolution identified it as worthy of inclusion in the national museum, but it has not been seen since.
And what of Jacques-Louis David's Lepeletier on his death-bed, pendant to his famous Death of Marat?
Nineteenth-century gossip suggested that it was burned by Lepeletier's devoted daughter, but if so, how
could it later have been passed on in a disputed will? And what of the fate of David's drawing of this
composition, which the same daughter had kept locked in a secret box? The story of these works and many
more are traced in minute detail, bringing to life some of the most famous art collectors of all time, such as
Charles I, Queen Christina of Sweden, and Archduke Leopold Willem. Hitherto obscure but no less avid
collectors are introduced to the reader for the first time, such as the English barrister Robert Roupell, no
fewer than seven of whose paintings now adorn the walls of the National Gallery in London. Missing
Masterpieces is a milestone in the history of collecting - and losing - great works of art.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Missing Masterpieces: Lost Works of Art 1450-1900. Try to
make book Missing Masterpieces: Lost Works of Art 1450-1900 as your good friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Donald Jones:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Missing Masterpieces: Lost Works of Art 1450-1900 ended up being
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The publication Missing Masterpieces: Lost Works of Art 1450-1900 is not only
giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Missing
Masterpieces: Lost Works of Art 1450-1900. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Joseph Blackwell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Missing
Masterpieces: Lost Works of Art 1450-1900 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Nathan Hutchison:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Missing Masterpieces: Lost Works of Art 1450-1900 was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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