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Abraham Lincoln’s faith has commanded more broad-based attention than that of any other American
president. Although he never joined a denomination, Baptists, Presbyterians, Quakers, Episcopalians,
Disciples of Christ, Spiritualists, Jews, and even atheists claim the sixteenth president as one of their own. In
this concise volume, Ferenc Morton Szasz and Margaret Connell Szasz offer both an accessible survey of the
development of Lincoln’s religious views and an informative launch pad for further academic inquiry. A
singular key to Lincoln’s personality, especially during the presidential years, rests with his evolving faith
perspective.

After surveying Lincoln’s early childhood as a Hard-Shell Baptist in Kentucky and Indiana, the authors
chronicle his move from skepticism to participation in Episcopal circles during his years in Springfield, and,
finally, after the death of son Eddie, to Presbyterianism. They explore Lincoln’s relationship with the
nation’s faiths as president, the impact of his son Willie’s death, his adaptation of Puritan covenant theory to
a nation at war, the role of prayer during his presidency, and changes in his faith as reflected in the
Emancipation Proclamation and his state papers and addresses. Finally, they evaluate Lincoln’s legacy as the
central figure of America’s civil religion, an image sharpened by his prominent position in American
currency.

A closing essay by Richard W. Etulain traces the historiographical currents in the literature on Lincoln and
religion, and the volume concludes with a compilation of Lincoln’s own words about religion.

In assessing the enigma of Lincoln’s Christianity, the authors argue that despite his lack of church
membership, Lincoln lived his life through a Christian ethical framework. His years as president, dominated
by the Civil War and personal loss, led Lincoln to move into a world beholden to Providence.

2015 ISHS Superior Achievement Award
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From reader reviews:

Walter Cornwell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Lincoln and Religion
(Concise Lincoln Library)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Joanne Hall:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library)
had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library) is not only
giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Lincoln
and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library). You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Jon Farris:

This Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library) is great reserve for you because the content which is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Lincoln and Religion (Concise Lincoln Library) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that will?

Cheryl Phelps:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Lincoln and Religion (Concise
Lincoln Library) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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