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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, Annie Proulx’s The Shipping News is a vigorous, darkly comic, and at times
magical portrait of the contemporary North American family.

Quoyle, a third-rate newspaper hack, with a “head shaped like a crenshaw, no neck, reddish hair...features as
bunched as kissed fingertips,” is wrenched violently out of his workaday life when his two-timing wife meets
her just desserts. An aunt convinces Quoyle and his two emotionally disturbed daughters to return with her to
the starkly beautiful coastal landscape of their ancestral home in Newfoundland. Here, on desolate Quoyle’s
Point, in a house empty except for a few mementos of the family’s unsavory past, the battered members of
three generations try to cobble up new lives.

Newfoundland is a country of coast and cove where the mercury rarely rises above seventy degrees, the local
culinary delicacy is cod cheeks, and it’s easier to travel by boat and snowmobile than on anything with
wheels. In this harsh place of cruel storms, a collapsing fishery, and chronic unemployment, the aunt sets up
as a yacht upholsterer in nearby Killick-Claw, and Quoyle finds a job reporting the shipping news for the
local weekly, the Gammy Bird (a paper that specializes in sexual-abuse stories and grisly photos of car
accidents).

As the long winter closes its jaws of ice, each of the Quoyles confronts private demons, reels from
catastrophe to minor triumph—in the company of the obsequious Mavis Bangs; Diddy Shovel the
strongman; drowned Herald Prowse; cane-twirling Beety; Nutbeem, who steals foreign news from the radio;
a demented cousin the aunt refuses to recognize; the much-zippered Alvin Yark; silent Wavey; and old Billy
Pretty, with his bag of secrets. By the time of the spring storms Quoyle has learned how to gut cod, to escape
from a pickle jar, and to tie a true lover’s knot.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

The book The Shipping News: A Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Shipping News: A
Novel to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide The Shipping News: A Novel. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Cheryl Cooley:

The book The Shipping News: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The Shipping News: A
Novel? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Shipping News:
A Novel has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Vincent Newton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Shipping News: A Novel as your daily resource
information.

Jeremy Quick:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. The Shipping News: A Novel can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have
those short free time problems.
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