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Offering a new understanding of the Hymn to Demeter, Ann Suter provides an analysis of methodological
approaches, reconciling the seemingly disparate pieces of the complex narrative of the hymn. Examining
evidence from other versions of the hymn's myths, as well as from Greek religion, linguistics, and
archaeology, she lends a new understanding to the relationships among the hymn's personages--Persephone,
Demeter, Hades, and Zeus--as they developed and crystallized, providing a new chronology for the cults of
Demeter and Persephone at Eleusis.
The author analyzes the traditional language of the hymn and Persephone's retelling of her story to Demeter,
arguing that the hymn involves an earlier tale of Demeter and Persephone that predates the seventh century.
Suter uses anthropological applications to illustrate that the story of Persephone's abduction does not reflect a
female initiation rite into adulthood, as has been argued, but rather an hieros gamos. These methodologies
point to the conclusion that Persephone was once a powerful goddess in her own right, independent of Hades
and of Demeter as well. To test the accuracy of these possibilities, the book next examines evidence from
outside the hymn. Other versions of the two myths in the hymn support the idea that these myths--
Persephone's abduction and Demeter's nursing of Demophoön--were once separate and were late combined
to create a new story. Evidence from the chief archaeological sites, from vase painting and other artistic
forms is provided to enhance the argument. Thus the evidence from outside the hymn supports the
conclusions of the textual analyses, giving surprising substantiation that the hymn itself commemorates the
early days of the worship of the goddesses as a mother/daughter pair.
This book will be of particular interest to scholars of religious history, art history, archaeology, and
literature. It is also accessible to the general reader interested in Greek literature, myths, and religion.
Ann Suter is Associate Professor of Classical Studies, University of Rhode Island.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Lemaire:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Narcissus
and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Narcissus and the Pomegranate:
An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeteris one of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Amy Zambrano:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Narcissus and the Pomegranate:
An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter guide written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book
by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Terry Brown:

The book untitled The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Katherine Contreras:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An
Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?



Download and Read Online The Narcissus and the Pomegranate:
An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter Ann Suter
#VTFA2E3DNJS



Read The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the
Homeric Hymn to Demeter by Ann Suter for online ebook

The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter by Ann Suter Free
PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the
Homeric Hymn to Demeter by Ann Suter books to read online.

Online The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to
Demeter by Ann Suter ebook PDF download

The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter by Ann Suter
Doc

The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter by Ann Suter Mobipocket

The Narcissus and the Pomegranate: An Archaeology of the Homeric Hymn to Demeter by Ann Suter EPub


