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Enlightenment botany was replete with sexual symbolism?to the extent that many botanical textbooks were
widely considered pornographic. Carl Linnaeus's controversial new system for classifying plants based on
their sexual characteristics, as well as his use of language resonating with erotic allusions, provoked intense
public debate over the morality of botanical study. And the renowned Tahitian exploits of Joseph
Banks?whose trousers were reportedly stolen while he was inside the tent of Queen Oberea of
Tahiti?reinforced scandalous associations with the field. Yet Linnaeus and Banks became powerful political
and scientific figures who were able to promote botanical exploration alongside the exploitation of
territories, peoples, and natural resources. Sex, Botany, and Empire explores the entwined destinies of these
two men and how their influence served both science and imperialism.

Patricia Fara reveals how Enlightenment botany, under the veil of rationality, manifested a drive to conquer,
subdue, and deflower?all in the name of British empire. Linnaeus trained his traveling disciples in a double
mission?to bring back specimens for the benefit of the Swedish economy and to spread the gospel of
Linnaean taxonomy. Based in London at the hub of an international exchange and correspondence network,
Banks ensured that Linnaeus's ideas became established throughout the world. As the president of the Royal
Society for more than forty years, Banks revolutionized British science, and his innovations placed science at
the heart of trade and politics. He made it a policy to collect and control resources not only for the sake of
knowledge but also for the advancement of the empire. Although Linnaeus is often celebrated as modern
botany's true founder, Banks has had a greater long-term impact. It was Banks who ensured that science and
imperialism flourished together, and it was he who first forged the interdependent relationship between
scientific inquiry and the state that endures to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Phipps:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of
Carl Linnaeus and Joseph Banks (Revolutions in Science) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gerald Rountree:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of Carl Linnaeus and Joseph Banks (Revolutions in Science) offer you a
new experience in looking at a book.

Debra Shortt:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of Carl Linnaeus and Joseph Banks (Revolutions in
Science) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with this book Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of Carl Linnaeus and Joseph Banks
(Revolutions in Science). You can more desirable than now.

Jenna Quintana:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Sex, Botany, and Empire: The Story of Carl Linnaeus and Joseph Banks (Revolutions in Science)
when you necessary it?
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