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In 1971, as the race for the presidency heated up, the artist Philip Guston (1913-1980) created a series of
caricatures of Richard Nixon titled Philip Guston's Poor Richard. Produced two years before Watergate and
three years before Nixon's resignation, these provocative, searing condemnations of a corrupt head of state
are remarkable, prescient political satire. The drawings mock Nixon's physical attributes--his nose is
rendered as an enlarged phallus throughout-as well as his notoriously dubious, shifty character. Debra
Bricker Balken's book is the first book--length publication of these drawings.

A visual narrative of Nixon's life, the drawings trace Nixon from his childhood, through his ascent to power,
to his years in the White House. They incorporate Henry Kissinger (a pair of glasses), Spiro Agnew (a cone-
head), and John Mitchell (a dolt smoking a pipe). They depict Nixon and his cohorts in China, plotting
strategy in Key Biscayne, and shamelessly pandering to African Americans, hippies, and elderly tourists.

As Balken discusses in her accompanying essay, these drawings also reflect a dramatic transformation in
Guston's work. In response to social unrest and the Vietnam War, he began to question the viability of a
private art given to self-expression. His betrayal of aesthetic abstraction in favor of imagery imbued with
personal and political meaning largely engendered the renewal of figuration in painting in America in the
1970s. These drawings not only represent one of the few instances of an artist in the late twentieth century
engaging caricature in his work, they are also a witty, acerbic take on a corrupt figure and a scandalous
political regime.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Philip
Guston's Poor Richard to read.

Paul Delatorre:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel.
Typically the Philip Guston's Poor Richard is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Benjamin King:

The reserve with title Philip Guston's Poor Richard includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Joseph Myrick:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Philip
Guston's Poor Richard your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Philip
Guston's Poor Richard giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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