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Scholars have largely ignored hope in Kierkegaard's thought, typically passing over it as a mere description
of faith, rather than a theme in its own right. However, Mark Bernier argues that for Kierkegaard hope is one
of the most valuable qualities of the religious life, and it is an essential thread connecting despair, faith, and
the self.

In The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard, he reconstructs Kierkegaard's theory of hope, which involves the
distinction between mundane and authentic hope, and makes three principal claims. First, while despair
involves the absence of hope, a rejection of oneself, and a turn away from one's relation to God, despair is
fundamentally an unwillingness to hope. This unwillingness is directed toward authentic hope, conceived of
by Kierkegaard as an expectation for the possibility of the good. Second, hope is not simply an ancillary
activity of the self; rather, the task of becoming a self is essentially constituted by hope. To be in despair, and
therefore, to be unwilling to hope, is in fact to reject the task of becoming a self. Third, faith stands in
opposition to despair precisely because it is a willingness to hope. An essential role of faith is to secure the
ground for hope, and in this way faith secures the ground for the self. In short, authentic hope-what
Kierkegaard calls spiritual hope-is not merely a fringe element, but is essential to Kierkegaard's project of
the self.
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From reader reviews:

Conrad Degregorio:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard has been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The publication The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard. You never truly feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sharon Wilson:

This The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard can bring once
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even telephone. This The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard having excellent arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Stacie Logan:

The knowledge that you get from The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard could be the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard instantly.

Ruby Martinez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Task of Hope in Kierkegaard when you essential it?
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