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Because industrialism had its beginnings in capitalist countries, the existence of environmental disruption in
socialist and communist societies has been largely ignored. The truth is that pollution of natural resources
plagues the planned economy and free enterprise system alike. Rapid industrial growth rather than form of
government is the prime agent causing environmental havoc, and where socialist reality diverges from
socialist theory the ecological balance of nature suffers as in any major industrial country.

Marshall I. Goldman, whose articles on the subject have appeared in Science, The New York Times, and The
New Yorker, brings this point home as he describes abuses of water, air, land, and raw materials in Russia,
analyzing the forces that have brought about the current situation and describing both the drawbacks and
advantages of state control and conservation. He devotes chapters to the pollution of Lake Baikal in Siberia,
remarking that "Baikal is a unique lake in the world and all mankind will suffer from its desecration," and to
the Aral and Caspian seas, which are literally in danger of drying up as an effect of widespread irrigation and
teh construction of hydroelectric stations. Proposals to restore the seas by building dams and reversing the
flow of major rivers from north to south ("Reshaping the Earth") may have equally profound and undesirable
results.

The book concludes by pointing out that the Soviet state is both manufacturer and polluter and its priorities
lie with increased production rather than conservation; with progress rather than restraint. Yet, hopefully,
Goldman points to a number of beneficial state controls which if enlarged in the direction of restoring and
protecting natural resources could make Russia the most powerful and efficient of conservationists.

Appendixes contain selected laws on the environment, the Conservation Law of the Russian Republic 1960,
and the Water Law 1970.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

This The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution in the Soviet Union book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. That The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution in the Soviet Union
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution in the Soviet Union can bring if you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even telephone. This The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution in the Soviet Union having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Danielle Rhodes:

This book untitled The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution in the Soviet Union to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Marietta Allred:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution in the Soviet Union, it is possible to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a reserve.

Jason Manuel:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually The Spoils of Progress: Environmental Pollution in the Soviet Union.
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