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In the bestselling tradition of The Map that Changed the World and Longitude comes the tale of a
seventeenth-century scientist-turned-priest who forever changed our understanding of the Earth and created a
new field of science.

It was an ancient puzzle that stymied history's greatest minds: How did the fossils of seashells find their way
far inland, sometimes high up into the mountains? Fossils only made sense in a world old enough to form
them, and in the seventeenth century, few people could imagine such a thing. Texts no less authoritative than
the Old Testament laid out very clearly the timescale of Earth's past; in fact one Anglican archbishop went so
far as to calculate the exact date of Creation...October 23, 4004, B.C.

A revolution was in the making, however, and it was started by the brilliant and enigmatic Nicholas Steno,
the man whom Stephen Jay Gould called "the founder of geology." Steno explored beyond the pages of the
Bible, looking directly at the clues left in the layers of the Earth. With his groundbreaking answer to the
fossil question, Steno would not only confound the religious and scientific thinking of his own time, he
would set the stage for the modern science that came after him. He would open the door to the concept of
"deep time," which imagined a world with a history of millions or billions of years. And at the very moment
his expansive new ideas began to unravel the Bible's authoritative claim as to the age of the Earth, Steno
would enter the priesthood and rise to become a bishop, ultimately becoming venerated as a saint and
beatified by the Catholic Church in 1988.

Combining a thrilling scientific investigation with world-altering history and the portrait of an extraordinary
genius, The Seashell on the Mountaintop gives us new insight into the very old planet on which we live,
revealing how we learned to read the story told to us by the Earth itself, written in rock and stone.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Seashell on the Mountaintop: A Story of Science
Sainthood and the Humble Genius Who Discovered a New History of the Earth. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Seashell on
the Mountaintop: A Story of Science Sainthood and the Humble Genius Who Discovered a New History of
the Earth. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's read.

Mary Olive:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Seashell on the
Mountaintop: A Story of Science Sainthood and the Humble Genius Who Discovered a New History of the
Earth that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick The Seashell on the Mountaintop: A Story of Science Sainthood and the Humble
Genius Who Discovered a New History of the Earth become your starter.

James Robicheaux:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Seashell on the Mountaintop: A
Story of Science Sainthood and the Humble Genius Who Discovered a New History of the Earth is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Jennifer Randolph:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Seashell on the Mountaintop: A Story
of Science Sainthood and the Humble Genius Who Discovered a New History of the Earth or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read



more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The Seashell on the Mountaintop: A Story of Science Sainthood and the Humble Genius Who Discovered a
New History of the Earth to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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