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After the economic disaster of the Great Leap Forward that claimed tens of millions of lives from
1958–1962, an aging Mao Zedong launched an ambitious scheme to shore up his reputation and eliminate
those he viewed as a threat to his legacy. The stated goal of the Cultural Revolution was to purge the country
of bourgeois, capitalistic elements he claimed were threatening genuine communist ideology. Young
students formed the Red Guards, vowing to defend the Chairman to the death, but soon rival factions started
fighting each other in the streets with semiautomatic weapons in the name of revolutionary purity. As the
country descended into chaos, the military intervened, turning China into a garrison state marked by bloody
purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people.

The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976 draws for the first time on hundreds of previously
classified party documents, from secret police reports to unexpurgated versions of leadership speeches. Frank
Dikötter uses this wealth of material to undermine the picture of complete conformity that is often supposed
to have characterized the last years of the Mao era. After the army itself fell victim to the Cultural
Revolution, ordinary people used the political chaos to resurrect the market and hollow out the party's
ideology. In short, they buried Maoism. By showing how economic reform from below was an unintended
consequence of a decade of violent purges and entrenched fear, The Cultural Revolution casts China's most
tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
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From reader reviews:

William Watts:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976.

Roman Leonard:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Cultural Revolution: A People's History,
1962-1976 to read.

Cesar Ford:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book.
One of them is this The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976.

Tim Vazquez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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