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Due to a marketing mistake, Machiavelli has become identified as a theoretician of the policy of attaining
power at any cost, the expert on the cynical and opportunistic ways by which princes should behave to retain
power at any price. In fact, Machiavelli was an intellectual and a politician in an age of transition. As José
Nivaldo Júnior puts it: “All this grandiloquent scenario (the Florence where he lived) can be summarised in
one word: ‘transition’.”

In a feudal age still controlled by the cynical theocracy of corrupt popes and cardinals and of princes isolated
from the masses, Machiavelli’s “opportunism” meant that the ruler should listen to the people and strictly
meet his commitments. That was a proposal for a democracy that had not yet come into existence. It sounded
cynical as it was seen as having no commitment to the principles of the aristocracy and the Church.

The world was emerging from scholasticism, the dogmas and the predominance of a systematized morality
serving the power of princes and cardinals. It was entering a period of science, reality and the laws of
economics.

The world’s evolution in the centuries to come was to show that the Florentine intellectual was right. But his
name has been remembered as an adviser to princes who used his words to manipulate the masses.

A serious democracy demands a prince such as the one envisaged by Machiavelli, though different from the
princes that the holders of power actually turned into.

Machiavelli’s prince was not a prince without ethics. His was the new ethics of commitment to the people.
What happened was that the princes took their advisers’ suggestions, no longer kept their distance from the
people, and freed themselves from dogmatism, but instead of adopting a new ethics and getting closer to the
people’s desires, they kept the same interests, making changes that were only apparent. This is the reason
why Machiavelli has become identified with the idea. As the cynical theoretician of power, to be used for
manipulating peoples’ illusions, but sticking to the same expropriating ends that the powerful would continue
to use.

Five hundred years after The Prince, the world is now going through a new period of transition. The end of
the twentieth century and of the second millennium once again shows a “grandiloquent scenario that could
be summarised in one word: ‘transition’.”

That is where José Nivaldo Júnior’s book fits in.

Political marketing is the theme which Machiavelli himself would be working on if he were to write today a
new book entitled The President.

The idea of marketing would certainly be seen by Machiavelli as the way for the Prince to gain knowledge of
public opinion among the mega-populations that have replaced the districts of Florence, and to adapt his
policies accordingly. Using the technique of public opinion surveys, data processing equipment and efficient
methods to formulate statistically relevant questions and tests, Machiavelli would say that it had never been
so easy for a “president” to know the opinion of the people he rules and thus to get closer to them.



Once again, the ideas of the intellectual can be manipulated by the powerful. More seriously still, these ideas
might consist of no more than the techniques of public opinion researchers who would take over their due
and limited role: to sell the image of a prince who changes nothing as if he himself represented the new.
Instead of a new vision, such as Machiavelli had when he imagined the future, marketing would be used to
avoid change, through manipulation and lies to deceive with a false convergence with the people.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the MACHIAVELLI POWER is
kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ana Jara:

Typically the book MACHIAVELLI POWER will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable
to you. The book MACHIAVELLI POWER is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ana Gaskill:

The reserve untitled MACHIAVELLI POWER is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and
so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
MACHIAVELLI POWER from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Ogden:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled MACHIAVELLI POWER can be good book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.
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