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The author of this work, Abu Ali Mansur al-Azizi al-Jawdhari, was a private secretary of Jawdhar, a
confidant of the first four Fatimid caliph-imams who ruled in North Africa (from 297/910 to 361/972).
Mansur had easy access to archives held by Jawdhar, including letters he had received from the imams, and
was also privy to secrets that Jawdhar confided to him. After Jawdhar's death in 362/973, the Fatimid caliph-
imam al-Muizz appointed Mansur to succeed him. The author cherished the memory of his mentor and
wished to preserve his memory. With this end in view, he compiled the Sirat al-Ustadh Jawdhar, edited and
translated here as Inside the Immaculate Portal. The work presents not only a biographical account of one of
the most prominent statesman of the early Fatimid period, but, more importantly, it brings together oral
statements, correspondence and other archival material from the period spanning over sixty years of Fatimid
rule.

The Sirat al-Ustadh Jawdhar was written during the time of al-Muizz's successor al-Aziz bi-llah (r.
365–386/975–996). It is divided into two parts. The first part contains an account of the life and career of
Jawdhar, from his entering the service of the Fatimids under al-Mahdi to his death sixty years later during the
reign of al-Muizz. The biography is interspersed with some sermons and correspondence of the imams with
Jawdhar on a variety of subjects, both personal and political. The second part is largely a documentary
collection of 86 letters, directives, recorded conversations and letters of the Fatimid caliph-imams addressed
to Jawdhar. Altogether, this publication provides a unique insight into the private world and political ethos of
one of the major Muslim dynasties of the medieval era.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Perkins:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Inside the Immaculate Portal: A History from the Fatimid Archives (Ismaili Texts and Translations)? Maybe
it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Michael Carr:

Typically the book Inside the Immaculate Portal: A History from the Fatimid Archives (Ismaili Texts and
Translations) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Joshua Cameron:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Inside
the Immaculate Portal: A History from the Fatimid Archives (Ismaili Texts and Translations) your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Inside the Immaculate Portal: A
History from the Fatimid Archives (Ismaili Texts and Translations) giving you one more experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Milan Allen:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Inside the Immaculate Portal: A History from the Fatimid Archives (Ismaili Texts and
Translations) when you necessary it?
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