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Chinese hand laundries have been a fixture of America's urban landscape for over one hundred years. Yet
little is publicly known about the workings of this familiar institution which originated shortly after Chinese
immigrants had started to arrive in some numbers in California in the 1850s. At that time the Chinese worked
in a wide range of occupations, hand laundries being one of them. But with the faltering of the Western
economy and as European immigration to the United States mounted, the tide of anti-Chinese sentiment
swelled, which culminated in violent evictions of the Chinese from West Coast cities and in the imposition
of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. The laundry became one of the few occupations in which Chinese
were able to continue to work. This book is the definitive scholarly study of Chinese laundries and of those
who worked in them in the United States. Sio's work, researched in the 1930s, was completed as a
dissertation in 1953 at the University of Chicago's School of Sociology. It is an intimate insider's look at the
life and work of Chinese hand laundry workers in Chicago, and is one of the most insightful participant
observation studies of this kind. Dr. Siu, himself the son of a laundryman, introduces in it the key
sociological concept of the "sojourner" and explores the whole nature of immigrant economies. Considered a
classic work by students of overseas Chinese and Asian American studies, The Chinese Laundryman is also
a landmark in the study of ethnic occupations and in the social and cultural history of the immigrant in
America. Vividly descriptive and highly readable, the book will appeal to anyone interested in the ethnic and
the urban experience in America.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Buch:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Chinese
Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History Project) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Chinese
Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History Project)is one of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ruby Chartrand:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History Project), you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a reserve.

Jason Cook:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York
Chinatown History Project) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Issac Molina:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New York Chinatown History
Project) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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