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Scientists use concepts and principles that are partly specific for their subject matter, but they also share part
of them with colleagues working in different fields. Compare the biological notion of a 'natural kind' with the
general notion of 'confirmation' of a hypothesis by certain evidence. Or compare the physical principle of the
'conservation of energy' and the general principle of 'the unity of science'. Scientists agree that all such
notions and principles aren't as crystal clear as one might wish.

An important task of the philosophy of the special sciences, such as philosophy of physics, of biology and of
economics, to mention only a few of the many flourishing examples, is the clarification of such subject
specific concepts and principles. Similarly, an important task of 'general' philosophy of science is the
clarification of concepts like 'confirmation' and principles like 'the unity of science'. It is evident that
clarfication of concepts and principles only makes sense if one tries to do justice, as much as possible, to the
actual use of these notions by scientists, without however following this use slavishly. That is, occasionally a
philosopher may have good reasons for suggesting to scientists that they should deviate from a standard use.
Frequently, this amounts to a plea for differentiation in order to stop debates at cross-purposes due to the
conflation of different meanings.

While the special volumes of the series of Handbooks of the Philosophy of Science address topics relative to
a specific discipline, this general volume deals with focal issues of a general nature.

After an editorial introduction about the dominant method of clarifying concepts and principles in
philosophy of science, called explication, the first five chapters deal with the following subjects. Laws,
theories, and research programs as units of empirical knowledge (Theo Kuipers), various past and
contemporary perspectives on explanation (Stathis Psillos), the evaluation of theories in terms of their virtues
(Ilkka Niiniluto), and the role of experiments in the natural sciences, notably physics and biology (Allan
Franklin), and their role in the social sciences, notably economics (Wenceslao Gonzalez).

In the subsequent three chapters there is even more attention to various positions and methods that
philosophers of science and scientists may favor: ontological, epistemological, and methodological positions
(James Ladyman), reduction, integration, and the unity of science as aims in the sciences and the humanities
(William Bechtel and Andrew Hamilton), and logical, historical and computational approaches to the
philosophy of science (Atocha Aliseda and Donald Gillies).

The volume concludes with the much debated question of demarcating science from nonscience (Martin
Mahner) and the rich European-American history of the philosophy of science in the 20th century (Friedrich
Stadler).

- Comprehensive coverage of the philosophy of science written by leading philosophers in this field
- Clear style of writing for an interdisciplinary audience
- No specific pre-knowledge required
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From reader reviews:

Anna Brooks:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that General Philosophy of Science: Focal
Issues (Handbook of the Philosophy of Science) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Terrance Oneal:

The reserve with title General Philosophy of Science: Focal Issues (Handbook of the Philosophy of Science)
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Harriett Costello:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book General Philosophy of Science: Focal Issues (Handbook of the Philosophy
of Science) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

William Stewart:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely General Philosophy of Science: Focal Issues (Handbook of the Philosophy of Science).
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