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Traffic in Towns, also known as the Buchanan Report, is regarded as one of the most influential planning
documents of the twentieth century. The report reflected mounting concern about the impact on Britain’s
towns and cities of rapid growth in the ownership and use of motor vehicles. Its purpose was to evaluate
policy options for reducing the threat of traffic congestion to urban circulation and quality of life.

Two main conclusions were drawn from the report: firstly, the need for large-scale reconstruction to make
Britain’s cities fit for the ‘motor age’, including split-level megastructures and urban motorways; and
secondly, the simultaneous need to preserve parts of the city, especially residential areas as car-free zones or
‘environmental areas’.

 In Britain, successive governments drew back from implementing the full recommendations of the Study
Group, despite initial cross-party support. The prohibitive cost of city-centre redevelopment and motorway
construction meant a ‘comprehensive’ solution to the problem of urban traffic on Buchanan lines was never
attempted. However, local authorities in a variety of British cities, such as Glasgow, Leicester and Leeds
took up aspects of the Report. Internationally, too, the Report had a major impact in countries such as
Sweden, Italy and Australia.

In the longer term, the influence of the Report may be best judged by the incremental changes it set in train
such as pedestrianization of city centres, traffic calming, and other measures linked to Buchanan’s concept of
‘environmental areas’. In focusing attention on the effects of mass motorization on the urban environment
Traffic in Towns set the terms of debate for a generation, pre-figuring recent discussion about the car and
urban sustainability.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Ochs:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Traffic in Towns: A
Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Maria Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Traffic in
Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning
History) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Traffic in
Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning
History)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Terri Root:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long
Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still hesitation Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of
Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) as good book but not only by the cover
but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Bess Cook:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long
Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple



book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is
to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Traffic in Towns: A
Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) can
to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of these time.
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