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In this compelling narrative, renowned historian Roy Morris, Jr., expertly offers a new angle on two of
America's most towering politicians and the intense personal rivalry that transformed both them and the
nation they sought to lead in the dark days leading up to the Civil War.

For the better part of two decades, Stephen Douglas was the most famous and controversial politician in the
United States, a veritable "steam engine in britches." Abraham Lincoln was merely Douglas's most persistent
rival within their adopted home state of Illinois, known mainly for his droll sense of humor, bad jokes, and
slightly nutty wife.

But from the time they first set foot in the Prairie State in the early 1830s, Lincoln and Douglas were fated to
be political competitors. The Long Pursuit tells the dramatic story of how these two radically different
individuals rose to the top rung of American politics, and how their personal rivalry shaped and altered the
future of the nation during its most convulsive era. Indeed, had it not been for Douglas, who served as
Lincoln's personal goad, pace horse, and measuring stick, there would have been no Lincoln-Douglas
debates in 1858, no Lincoln presidency in 1860, and perhaps no Civil War six months later. For both
men—and for the nation itself—the stakes were that high.

Not merely a detailed political study, The Long Pursuit is also a compelling look at the personal side of
politics on the rough-and-tumble western frontier. It shows us a more human Lincoln, a bare-knuckles
politician who was not above trading on his wildly inaccurate image as a humble "rail-splitter," when he was,
in fact, one of the nation's most successful railroad attorneys. And as the first extensive biographical study of
Stephen Douglas in more than three decades, the book presents a long-overdue reassessment of one of the
nineteenth century's more compelling and ultimately tragic figures, the one-time "Little Giant" of American
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Segal:

The book The Long Pursuit: Abraham Lincoln's Thirty-Year Struggle with Stephen Douglas for the Heart
and Soul of America give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Long Pursuit: Abraham Lincoln's Thirty-Year
Struggle with Stephen Douglas for the Heart and Soul of America being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Long Pursuit: Abraham Lincoln's Thirty-Year
Struggle with Stephen Douglas for the Heart and Soul of America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joseph Gee:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of The Long Pursuit: Abraham Lincoln's Thirty-Year Struggle
with Stephen Douglas for the Heart and Soul of America to read.

Enrique Hayes:

Typically the book The Long Pursuit: Abraham Lincoln's Thirty-Year Struggle with Stephen Douglas for the
Heart and Soul of America has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Kathleen Blackwood:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Long Pursuit: Abraham Lincoln's Thirty-Year Struggle with Stephen Douglas for the Heart and
Soul of America the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book
then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The
The Long Pursuit: Abraham Lincoln's Thirty-Year Struggle with Stephen Douglas for the Heart and Soul of
America giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do



you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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