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New Guinea, the world's largest tropical island, is a land of great contrasts, ranging from small glaciers on its
highest peaks to broad mangrove swamps in its lowlands and hundreds of smaller islands and coral atolls
along its coasts. Divided between two nations, the island and its neighboring archipelagos form Indonesia's
Papua Province (or Irian Jaya) and the independent nation of Papua New Guinea, both former European
colonies. Most books on New Guinea have been guided by these and other divisions, separating east from
west, prehistoric from historic, precontact from postcontact, colonial from postcolonial. This is the first work
to consider New Guinea and its 40,000-year history in its entirety.

The volume opens with a look at the Melanesian region--the basic physical geography and prehistoric
periods of settlement, agricultural development, and expansion and the nature of trade networks and
population movements--arguing that interlocking exchange systems and associated human interchanges are
the "invisible government" through which New Guinea societies operate. Succeeding chapters review the
history of encounters between outsiders and New Guinea's populations. They consider the history of Malay
involvement with New Guinea over the past two thousand years, demonstrating the extent to which west
New Guinea in particular was incorporated into Malay trading and raiding networks prior to Western
contact. The European incursion--beginning with the Portuguese and Spanish in the early sixteenth century,
the Dutch a century later, and the British from the late 1700s--is examined in light of early trading
engagements and the development of more formal trade networks, the history of the Melanesian labor trade,
and the role of violence in European and New Guinean relations. The impact of colonial rule, economic and
social change, World War II, decolonization, and independence are discussed in the final chapter.

Ambitious and wide-ranging, New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History effectively challenges
conventional thinking about the region and will be read with great interest by students and scholars of Pacific
and Indonesian history, anthropology, and prehistory.
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From reader reviews:

John Tammaro:

Inside other case, little people like to read book New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Dale Vaught:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History book is readable through you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving New Guinea:
Crossing Boundaries and History content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking New
Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Curtis Phillips:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name New Guinea:
Crossing Boundaries and History suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this
era. The book untitled New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and Historyis the main of several books that will
everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Lori Gonzales:

This New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History is brand new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History can
be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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