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Cultural views of femininity exerted a powerful influence on the courtroom arguments used to defend or
condemn notable women on trial in nineteenth-century and early-twentieth-century America. A. Cheree
Carlson analyzes the colorful rhetorical strategies employed by lawyers and reporters in the trials of several
women of varying historical stature, from the insanity trials of Mary Todd Lincoln and Lizzie Borden's trial
for the brutal slaying of her father and stepmother, to lesser-known trials involving insanity, infidelity,
murder, abortion, and interracial marriage. Carlson reveals clearly just how narrow was the line that women
had to walk, since the same womanly virtues that were expected of them--passivity, frailty, and purity--could
be turned against them at any time. With gripping retellings and incisive analysis, this book will appeal to
historians, rhetoricians, feminist researchers, and anyone who enjoys courtroom drama.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining
Femininity in a Court of Law ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining
Femininity in a Court of Law is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining Femininity in a Court of Law. You never
sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

James Marcus:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining
Femininity in a Court of Law is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Charlotte Womble:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining Femininity in a Court of Law it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book features high quality.

Sarah Porter:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the The Crimes of Womanhood: Defining Femininity in a Court of Law when you required it?
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