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The fossil fuel revolution is usually rendered as a tale of historic advances in energy production. In this
perspective-changing account, Christopher F. Jones instead tells a story of advances in energy access--
canals, pipelines, and wires that delivered power in unprecedented quantities to cities and factories at a great
distance from production sites. He shows that in the American mid-Atlantic region between 1820 and 1930,
the construction of elaborate transportation networks for coal, oil, and electricity unlocked remarkable urban
and industrial growth along the eastern seaboard. But this new transportation infrastructure did not simply
satisfy existing consumer demand--it also whetted an appetite for more abundant and cheaper energy, setting
the nation on a path toward fossil fuel dependence.

Between the War of 1812 and the Great Depression, low-cost energy supplied to cities through a burgeoning
delivery system allowed factory workers to mass-produce goods on a scale previously unimagined. It also
allowed people and products to be whisked up and down the East Coast at speeds unattainable in a country
dependent on wood, water, and muscle. But an energy-intensive America did not benefit all its citizens
equally. It provided cheap energy to some but not others; it channeled profits to financiers rather than
laborers; and it concentrated environmental harms in rural areas rather than cities.

Today, those who wish to pioneer a more sustainable and egalitarian energy order can learn valuable lessons
from this history of the nation's first steps toward dependence on fossil fuels.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Routes of Power: Energy and
Modern America book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Dorothy Walker:

The reserve untitled Routes of Power: Energy and Modern America is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Routes of Power: Energy and Modern America from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Ernesto Harrell:

Often the book Routes of Power: Energy and Modern America has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Barry Altman:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Routes of Power: Energy and Modern
America to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Routes of Power: Energy and Modern America can to be your
brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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