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Harriet Bosse, a delicate beauty with rich theatrical talent, was an inspiration for the prominent and
controversial playwright August Strindberg. After their three-year marriage collapsed, she became his
interpreter to the world, guardian of the Strindberg legend.

This first biography of Harriet Bosse in English explores her own important career as an actress on the
Swedish stage, as well as her influence on Strindberg’s work. Waal has separated Harriet Bosse from her
romanticized image in the shadow of August Strindberg and has shown her as a person, fascinating and self-
sufficient. Her daughter-in-law Randi Wingård said: "Harriet was a great personality, and even if she was
tiny, one could not help noticing her in any gathering. She attracted everyone’s attention." While tracing the
development of Bosse’s career, her triumphs and disappointments, Waal chronicles the beginnings of
Swedish filmmaking in early silent films as well as four decades of major developments in Swedish theatre.

But Bosse’s marriage to Strindberg and her relationship to his writing are an integral part of her story, and
Waal also details the couple’s stormy marriage, from 1901 to 1903, the reasons for its failure, and the
personal and career influences they continued to exert on each other. As Strindberg’s inspiration for many
literary works, Bosse was alternately vilified and idealized. Much of what Strindberg wrote after meeting
Bosse reflects his adoration of her and his despair over the problems of their relationship. She inspired two of
his major works of poetry, "The Golden Eagle" and "The Dutchman," in addition to the character of the
virgin princess in Swan White. On stage she played eight minor and six major Strindberg roles, including
Indra’s Daughter in A Dream Play and Christina in Queen Christina.

Much information for this book is drawn from previously inaccessible sources, including unpublished
materials in libraries, archives, and private collections, mostly in Scandinavia. Waal interviewed Strindberg
and Bosse’s daughter Anne Marie Wyller Hagelin (to whom the book is dedicated) as well as other members
of Bosse’s family and a wide range of actors, critics, directors, and scholars. Forty-one photographs are
included in the text.
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

The book Harriet Bosse: Strindberg's Muse and Interpreter can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book
Harriet Bosse: Strindberg's Muse and Interpreter? Several of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Harriet Bosse: Strindberg's Muse and Interpreter has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Anita Rhodes:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Harriet Bosse: Strindberg's
Muse and Interpreter book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Gilbert Pellerin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. Harriet Bosse: Strindberg's Muse and Interpreter can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Ruth Snider:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Harriet Bosse: Strindberg's Muse and
Interpreter can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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