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This year (2012) marks ten years of No Child Left Behind and the U.S. federal government's official
designation of what qualifies as "scientifically based research" (SBR) in education. Combined, these two
policies have resulted in a narrowing of education via standardization and high stakes testing (Au, 2007) as
well as the curtailment of forms of inquiry that are deemed legitimate for examining education (Wright,
2006). While there has been much debate about the benefits and limitations of the NCLB legislation (e.g.,
Au, 2010) and SBR (e.g., Eisenhart & Towne, 2003), critical researchers have held strong to their position:
The reductionistic narrowing of education curricula and educational research cannot solve the present and
historical inequities in society and education (Shields, 2012). Contrarily, reductionism (via standardization
and/or methodological prescription) exacerbates the challenges we face because it effectively erases the
epistemological, ontological, and axiological diversity necessary for disrupting hegemonic social structures
that lie at the root of human suffering (Kincheloe, 2004). Not only has NCLB proven incapable of
overcoming inequalities, but there seems to be sufficient evidence to suggest it was never really intended to
eliminate poverty and human suffering. That is, it seems NCLB, despite its lofty title and public discourse, is
actually designed to advance the agenda of handing public education over to for-profit corporations to
manage and privatize thereby intensifying the capitalist class' war on those who rely on a wage to survive
(Malott, 2010). In the present ethos, reductionism upholds and retrenches the status quo (i.e. the basic
structures of power), and it puts at risk education and educational research as means of working toward
social justice (Biesta, 2007). Because social justice can be interpreted in multiple ways, we might note that
we understand critical social justice as oriented toward action and social change. Thus, critical education and
research may have potential to contribute to a number of social justice imperatives, such as: redistributing
land from the neo-colonizing settler-state to Indigenous peoples, halting exploitative labor relations and
hazardous working conditions for wage-earners, and engaging in reparations with formerly enslaved
communities.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Challenging Status Quo Retrenchment:
New Directions in Critical Research (Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society) to read.

Charles Anthony:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Challenging Status Quo Retrenchment: New Directions in Critical Research
(Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society).

Jimmy Robertson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Challenging Status Quo
Retrenchment: New Directions in Critical Research (Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and
Society) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Challenging Status Quo Retrenchment: New Directions in Critical Research (Critical
Constructions: Studies on Education and Society) become your own personal starter.

Dorothy Payne:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Challenging Status Quo Retrenchment: New Directions in Critical Research



(Critical Constructions: Studies on Education and Society) offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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